
Tour of the Valley:
Section 1

Palisade Exit

Sink Creek

To Utah

Palisade Wine and Fruit Tour

Happy Notes: It’s free to enter 
Highline Lake State Park on a bicycle 
and water is available all year ‘round. 
There is a vending machine with snacks
in the park but chow down at your 
own risk.
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Getting Started
Head out the south entrance of the Safeway parking
lot, and turn left. Go about 0.4 mile to 27 Road (it’s the
first light), turn right. Go just under 1/2 mile to Ridge
Drive, turn right (it’s where the bike lane disappears).
Go to the first stop sign, 15th St., and turn left. From
here on for a while the route is on fairly major roads 
and should be easy to follow. Have fun!

BEFORE YOU GO!!

This ride goes through Colorado National Monument. This means that you’ll need at least $4 to enter
the park and (this is a biggy!) you’ll need to have front and rear lights. Nothing fancy, just something 
to get you seen. LED lights work great. See the Colorado National Monument page for more info.  

All of these maps, any riding directions, and the 
text are by John Hodge. If you have any comments,
suggestions, compliments, gripes or any other 
ideas about how to make these maps more useful
let me know at deinonychi@hotmail.com 
This map and many more are available
at www.tomorrowhillfarm.com

Legend

Suggested Route

State Highway

Other Roads

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

 
So are you ready for a hundred mile bike ride? Great! (I’m assuming you said “yes”). First, though,
did you read the note on the previous page? There are three tunnels on this route as it goes through
Colorado National Monument, and the park requires that all cyclists have front and rear lights when
riding through these tunnels. If you don’t, it’s a $75 fine PER LIGHT!!. The lights need to be visible
from just 500 feet away, so little, lightweight LED lights work great. If you don’t have lights you can 
get them at any local bike shop.

 
This section of the Tour of the Valley take you east out of Grand Junction to Palisade 
(where food and water are available), then across East Orchard Mesa where the orchards 
and vineyards make for some wonderful cycling. Heads up, though! Before getting to 
East Orchard Mesa you’ll be going up a short, steep little hill that averages 14% but 
pitches up to 18% in the middle. Hello granny gears! 

Restrooms

Colorado National

Monument

Safeway

2010 James Hodge C

0 1 2 3 4
Miles

Scale

Legend

Tour of the Valley Route 

State Highway

Surface Streets

Potentially Dangerous
Road Conditions

Miles

Palisade

Busy
Intersection

Busy
Road

Crossing

RR Crossing

Left Turn 
Across A

Busy Road

Really Steep Hill!
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Ride as far right as possible!
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Bike Shop

Rapid Creek Cycles and Sports
317 Main St.
Palisade
970-464-9266

Ruby Canyon Cycles
301 Main St.
Grand Junction
970-241-0141

Grass Root Cyeles
5th and Colorado Ave.
Grand Junction
970-243-2453

Bicycle Outfitters
431 Colorado Ave.
Grand Junction
970-245-2699
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Distance: 24 miles
Ride Difficulty: Easy, and with one really steep downhill
Alternative Route: If you go clockwise you get to go UP that really steep hill! 

Getting to the Start
Exit I-70 at the Palisade exit, turn south. Go
about 1/3 mile to the first stop sign, 1st Street,
and  turn left.  Go 1/2 mile to Main Street, turn
right and go over the RR tracks. There’s parking
on the right next to the grocery store and further
south next to Palisade Memorial Park. During the 
summer months there is water and restrooms 
available at the park. 

After you hop on your bike, head north back to
1st Street, turn left and just follow my arrows. 

 
Are you ready for a really fun bike ride? Well, this is it. It’s mellow, with no real serious hills. 
Okay, there is one real serious hill, but here you get to go down it. The ride isn’t too long,
just 24 miles, so you’ll have time to stop along the way. And you’ll want to stop, because this
ride takes you through the famous orchards and vineyards of Palisade, Colorado. And where
there’s orchards and wineries there’s fresh fruit (peaches!) and wine tasting. So bring along a pair
of panniers and stock up along the way. 

Map and riding directions by John Hodge. If you 
have any comments please let me know at 

deinonychi@hotmail.com.This map and many more
 (including one that shows you where to get fruit

 and wine in and around Palisade!) are available at 
www.tomorrowhillfarm.com/JohnHodgebicycleMaps

See Palisade
Inset Map
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