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CAUTION:
Cattle Guard

Be very careful
while descending!

Happy Note: It’s free to 
enter Highline Lake State
Park on a bicycle. 

Start by heading out the south entrance
of Canyon View Park and turn right on 
G Road. Go straight through the traffic 
light at 24 Road and continue west to 
23 Road. From there on just follow the 
arrows on this map. 

To Clifton and

Don’t you wish this
was paved? Would
this be a cool climb
or what!

High Point: 6170 ft

To Grand Junction
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Whitewater to Gateway Through Unaweep  Canyon . . . And Back
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Getting to the Start

Exit I-70 at Hwy I-70B in Clifton. Head south 
on I-70B, through Clifton, and turn left at 32 
Road to go on St Hwy 141. Continue south, 
across the Colorado River, across East
Orchard Mesa to State Highway 50. Turn left 
on to Hwy 50. Go 2.6 miles south on Hwy 50
to the left turn that takes you on to Hwy 141. 
Go about 0.4 miles on Hwy 141 and across the 
Gunnison River. Park on the wide shoulder on
either the left or right.
    : Do NOT leave valuables in your
car! Thieves are active in this area targeting 
the vehicles of river rafters and may go after
your car. 
     

CAUTION

Distance: 86 miles from Whitewater to Gateway
and back.
Total Climbing: at least 4900 ft, but this is another
one that confused my software. Let me know
if you get a good number on this. 
Ride Difficulty: Moderate to difficult, depending
on how fast you try all that climbing. 
Alternative Route: Going just to Unaweep Divide
and back makes for a 39 mile ride with about 2400 ft  
of climbing. 

Map, profile, riding directions, and text 
were created by John Hodge during the 
winter of 2009, when you could actually 
still ride this loop! If you have any com-
ments, suggestions, compliments, gripes
or any other ideas about how to make 
this map more useful let me know at 
deinonychi@hotmail.com

Legend

Suggested Route

State Highway

Other  Roads

Map, profile and descriptions were 
created by John Hodge. If you have 
comments, suggestions, gripes or 
compliments, send them to me at
deinonychi@hotmail.com
Find this map and many more at
www.tomorrowhillfarm.com

 

This ride is so gorgeous you’ll forget how bad it hurts. Maybe. 
It’s a simple “out and back” route so it’s hard to get too lost.
Towering canyon walls will surround you as you climb and 

descend your way from Whitewater to your turn around point
in Gateway, at which time you get to climb up that hill 

you just went down. The Gateway Canyons Resort in Gateway
has water, food, drinks and a grille that serves a really good

burger, but you might want to save that for after the ride.  

High Point: 6170 ft Upper crossing of Kannah Creek
(yes, the road crosses the creek at the top of the hill!)

High Point: 4665 ft

Elevation Profile
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Suggested Route

 

Legend

Dirt Roads

Gravel Roads

Paved Roads

State Highway

Caution: Dangerous
road conditions 

!

Alternative Route:
Add another hill

to your ride!

Alternative Route:
Turn on Divide Road

to ride a really cool hill

Special Note:
There is NO readily
available water on 

this route!!
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Cactus Park

Picnic area with 
restroom on 
westbound

side of highway
(no water)
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WARNING: The shoulder is very narrow and there isn’t any 
bike lane for pretty much this entire ride, so it you prefer

rides with bike lanes, this route may not be for you.

Other than at the turn around point in Gateway, there is no readily 
available water along this route. 

This ride can be made shorter and easier...okay, not as hard...by
riding just up to Unaweep Divide and back. You’ll know when you’re

at the divide by a big sign that says, unimaginatively, “Unaweep Divide”. 
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No Water!

This ride starts at the Gunnison Bluffs Trailhead in 
Whitewater. Exit I-70 at Hwy I-70B in Clifton. Head 
south on I-70B, through Clifton, and turn left at 32 
Road to go on St Hwy 141. Continue south, across the
Colorado River, across East Orchard Mesa to State 
Highway 50. Turn left on to Hwy 50. Go 2.2 miles to 
1st Street in Whitewater, turn right (it’s a very small 
road and easy to miss; if you reach Hwy 141 you’ve 
gone too far). Go 1/4 mile to Coffman Road, bear right. 
Go another mile, and just after the road turns right the 
trailhead will be on the left.  
     Once you get on your bike, head back down Coff-
man, but don’t turn on to 1st Street. Instead, just stay
on Coffman another 1/4 mile or so and you’ll come out
on Highway 141. Turn right and head to Gateway. 
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Total One Way Distance: 42.9 miles 
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Unaweep Divide: 7046 ft

Gateway
 4560 ft

Whitewater
 4625 ft

Cactus Park
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